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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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THE reluctance I have always felt, at it 
the idea of meeting the public eye, gives way. 4 
to the wiſhes of thoſe in whoſe judgment | 
I think I may confide, and I venture into F 
the preſs with this tribute of affection to the | ) 
memory of a character endeared to me by | [ 
the virtues of his heart, the exemplarineſs of 
his life, and a long intercourſe of mutual | 
and unreſerved F riendſhip. 1 


The Briſtol Education Society, for whom 1 
the ſollowing diſcourſe was prepared, was | 
firſt formed in the year 1770, with the pros; 
feſſed deſign, ** that diſſenting congregations, « _ ' | 
*« eſpecially of the Baptiſt Denomination, in 1 
6. any part of the Britiſh Dominions, may, 
* if it pleaſe God to ſucceed our endeavours, | 
* be more effectually ſupplied with a ſuc- | 
e ceſſion of able and evangelical Miniſters.” 
Soon after their formation they propoſed to 
have one general meeting in the courſe of 


the year, that ſome Miniſter, a Member of 
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the Society, ſhould preach upon the occaſion, 
and that the Sermon ſhould be printed by the 
Society. For about ten years this plan was 
conformed to; when it was agreed to diſcon- 
tinue printing the Sermon: fince then the 


accounts and ſtate of the Society only have 


been printed annually. This diſcourſe there- 


fore was penned, juſt in its preſent form, 


without the ſlighteſt apprehenſion that it 
would be ſubjected to critic inveſtigation. 
But ſome of the Members of the Society 
having expreſſed ſorrow at being reſtrained, 
by the above rule, from making a motion in 
form for printing it, and having requeſted 
that I would voluntarily give it to the Public, 
I comply, hoping that it will meet the can- 


dour to which it is entitled; that it may ferve 


the intereſts of the Society for whom it was 
particularly intended, and be acceptable to 
thoſe friends of the deceaſed, who were 


not preſent when it was delivered from 
the Pulpit. 


THO'. DUNSCOMBE. 


Aſton, Sept. 15, 1792. 
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GoLAMON ſays, in the 2 5th aw of 
Proverbs, and the 11th verſe, © A word fitly 
& ſpoken is like apples of gold in pictures of Silver.“ 
His meaning is, that an addreſs ſuited to the 
audience will have a beautiful, i. e. a beneficial 
effect. We are wont indeed to ſay, that there 
is no rule without its exceptions : to maxims 
merely human there may perhaps excepticns ariſe, 
but to thoſe that are divine there can be no excep- 
tion, © A word fitly ſpoken is like, &c.” This 
is not an obſervation raiſed from a particular ,cir- 
cumſtance which had juſt been exemplifying it ; 
it is given as a general univerſal truth; were it, 
upon any occaſion, to fail of being true, it muſt 
be owing to chance, or rather to miracle, that it 
does not always fail. — You are ready, no doubt, 
to aſk me whether a ſuitable addreſs is never 
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known to fail of producing a proper effect; and 
to ſupport the queſtion you would remind me who 
it is ſays in Prov. I. 24. called but ye refuſed,” 
and in Ifai. 48. 18. Oh that thou hadf 
& hearkened unto me, then had thy peace been 
& 4 2 river, &c,” I readily acknowledge that 
the words of God are always perfe&ly ſuited to 
the characters and the caſes of the perſons to 
whom they are addreſſed, and yet they do not 
always produce a proper effect. In the proverb 
we are contemplating, three ideas are included in 
the phraſe © fitly ſpoken.” © 


1. The nature or import of the addreſs itſelf 
muſt be proper, otherwiſe it will mifleaq and in- 
jure the mind that receives it. 


2. It muſt be delivered by the ſpeaker in a 
proper temper or diſpoſition of mind, otherwiſe, 
tho? in itſelf ſuitable, it will not be fitly ſpolen; 
and the manner or motive, if noticed by the perſon. 
addreſſed, will inevitably fruſtrate its intrinſic ten- 
dency. Both theſe ideas go to make up the cha- 
racter of a wiſe inſtructor: it is thus only that the 
human mind can be wrought upon and won, and 
It is be, we are told, that winneth fouls is Tviſe > But 


3- When Solomon ſays, “ word fith ſpoken is 

« like apples of gold in pictures of filver,” he in- 
cludes alſo this idea, that the perſons addreſſed 
muſt both hear what is ſaid to them, and pay 
Proper, i. 3 unprejudiced, impartial, and perfect 
attention 


172 1. 


attention to it. If you preſent ever ſo enchanting 
a picture before a man who wilfully ſhuts his eyes 
as it approaches him, it is impoſſible that it ſhould 
produce on him any effect: and thus it is with 
teſpect to what is offered to the contemplation of 


the mind; if there be a wilful refuſal to liſten to 


it and to reflect on it, tho' it be ever ſo fitly 
ſpoken, on the part of the ſpeaker, it can do the 
perſons addrefſed no good. Food, tho' whole- 
ſome, cannot nouriſh if it is not eaten and di- 
geſted : medicine, tho” it may be ſalutary and 
ſuited in its nature, will not effect a eure if the 
patient does not make uſe of it. Indeed when 


Solomon ſays, A word fitly. ſpoken is like apples of 


«© gold, c. it ſuppoſes that on the part of the 


perſons addxeſſed there is a diſpoſition, a proper 


diſpoſition to. receive and regard what is ſaid ; yea 
it even ſuppoſes that an application is made for 


direction or information, that there is an anxious 


with and an earneſt requeſt to have a word of 
guidance or of inſtruction from the ſpeaker ; then 
a word futly. ſpoken is, it cannot fail of bcing, like 
apples of gold in pictures of filver. 

Since our laſt annual meeting, when the Society 
appointed me to this ſervice, my mind has often 
been diſtreſſed by the difficulty of determining 
what ſubject would be moſt ſuited to the occaſion, 
and what portion of Scripture would be the pro- 
pereſt, as eyidently containing that ſubject, and 


obviouſly ſuggeſting ſuch reflections thereon as 


would 
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would exemplify the maxim we have been quoting 
from Solomon; but as often as I realized the 
moment that is now arrived, imagined myſelf in 
this Pulpit, and the eyes of the congregation 
looking up to it with anxious expectation, ſuch a 
variety of circumſtances” crouded in upon my 
mind as oppreſſed and almoſt overwhelmed it. 

When there is but a ſingle caſe offering itſelf to 
the conſideration of a miniſter ; when he knows 
that the thoughts and hearts of the whole aſſembly 
are all centered to one point, are all imprefled, 
and deeply impreſſed, with the ſame circumſtance, 
and he is himſelf equally intereſted and affected 
with them; when this is the caſe, there can be no 
difficulty in finding a portion of Scripture that 
would be «© a vr fitly polen; when this is the 
caſe, were there no previous preparation, his feel - 
ings would furniſh, out of the fulneſs 'of his own 


heart, a ſeaſonable and a ſuited addreſs : but with 


the idea of the preſent meeting T always had' fo 
many circumſtances aſſociating themſelves, that I 
could think of no fingle ou of God's word which 


would include them all. 


The loſs this Cburch bas 1 PORE in the death of 

its Paſtori—— 
A Paſtor, whoſe faithfulneſs and affection, whoſe 
diligence and zeal in diſcharging the duties of 
that character, copied from the erample of his 
Ponoured predeceſſor, won the hearts of his peo- 
ple, were eminently ſucceeded by the maſter whom 
hes he 


Ls ) 
he ſerved, - and prafticatly- pointed out to the 
Students, who had the fame character in view, 
the way, and the only way to e ep happi- 
neſs and to true renoẽwoun. 

The bofs which the Churches at wie have fuſe 
tained ——— 
Not only in the We bern Aſſociation, with whoſe 
circumſtances” our deceaſed Friend was intimately 
acquainted ; in whoſe affection and eſteem he was 
deſervedly and deeply rooted ; whoſe annual meet- 
ings, for a great number of years, he conſtantly at- 
tended, conducting the buſineſs of it with an eaſe, 
a ſatisfaction, and an efficacy unprecedented. He 
was anxious for the welfare of all the churches, 
he felt with them in their afflictions, and he re- 
Joiced, he gloried with them in their proſperity. 


Such was the love which the miniſters and mem 


bers of thoſe churches had for him, that whenever 
the time of the aſſociation, from year to year, drew 
nigh, the expeCtation of ſeeing his face and hearing 
his voice, was among the principal pleaſures which 
aroſe to view in contemplating its approach. Thro' 
the whole diſtrict he was univerſally accepted and 
admired as a preacher ; and tho? poſſeſſed of emi- 
nent talents, both in the compoſition and delivery 


of his Sermons, to a degree almoſt peculiar to 


himſelf, yet fo affable, ſoĩamiable was his deport- 
ment, and ſo benevolent was his. heart, ſuch was 
their love of him, and ſo conſcious were they of 
the brotherly' and the fatherly affection which he 
felt for them, that the Miniſters, without an excep- 

tion, 
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| CO 
tion, admired his excellence, and enjoyed his popu» 
larity among, their congrogations, without envy; 
an evidence this of true greatneſs on both ſides. 

But not the weſtern aſſociation only, the ; churches 
univerſally, of our denomination, both in their in- 
tereſt and in their happineſs, have ſuſtained. a loſs 
which they all lament. Students from under his 
tuition have been ſent to moſt parts of the king- 
dom, and even to places out of the kingdom, who 
have done-eredit to him by rendering the churches 
happy and reſpectable with whom they have 
ſettled; on him therefore, under providence, their 
hopes reſted whenever * ns the want 
of futute ſupplies. 12119 

The loſs ſuſtained by the ſanity of the deceaſed _ 
But here I find my heart too full for utterance, un- 
leſs it were to ſeek relief by indulging itſelf in a 
burſt of ſympathy, So peculiarly tender and en- 


dearing was his conduct. in all his relative and do- 


meſtic characters, and ſo lively ſtill does the im- 
preſſion remain on each heart, that it would be 
cruelty to their feelings, if my own would permit 
me to dwell. hereon: how ſeldom is it that death 
has the power of producing in a family, by a ſingle 
ſtroke, ſo great a degree of deſolation, by arreſting 
and removing ſo much of as relative, the * 
virtue that is truly ſterling !- : 

The loſs ſuſtained by the Friends of the Py — 
But here alſo my feelings would ſoon make my 
tongue faulter were I to attempt to repeat all that 
juſtice and experience would ſuggeſt. ; | 

5 


1 ] 

To be on the liſt of his moſt intimate Friends, 
and to find in him, as I have done for more than 
twenty years, the affection, the confidence, and the 
counſel of a Friend, while I have eſteemed it one 
of the principal honours of my life, I have found 


it one of the principal ſources of its happineſs, 


The value my heart ſet on his friendſhip, the 
pleaſure it took in giving him pleaſure, and the 
dread it always felt in the idea of being the ſource 
of pain or diſappointment to his mind, have con- 
ſtantly united to form a powerful incentive to 
caution and to exertion ever ſince I have ſuſtained 
a public character: no other conſideration, except 
the defire of divine approbation, ever formed a 
ſtronger impulſe ; what a chaſm in creation then 
muſt the. heart feel when ſuch a * ſinks 
in death ! | 

The loſs which this City has ſuſtained, El I may 
add, the loſs which this Nation and which the world 
at large have ſuflained by the e of one of its 
br ighteft or naments. — — 

His conduct, as a member of Society, was, in 
every view, eminently ornamental and uſeful. 
Thro' the whole of life he exhibited a conſiſtency, 
a dignity of character that is ſeldom equalled. 
Such men, and ſuch men only are, in the fight of. 
God and in the meaning of Chriſt, the lights _— 
the world and the falt of the earth. In no reſpect 
could it be faid of him that he lived to himſelf : 
his heart was devoted to the great cauſe which he 

| | had 
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E 
had undertaken to ſerve. To private intereſt and to 
perſonal ſelfiſh views he was a perfect ſtranger : — 
I am not now ſpeaking the language of mere con- 
jecture or of blind partiality. - In the intercourſes 
of our Friendſhip his heart knew no reſerve : from 
me, he has often ſaid, he had no wiſh to keep any 
cireumſtance a ſecret : with a certainty of its truth 
therefore, I can venture to ſay, that to private inte- 
reſt and to perſonal ſelfiſh confiderations he was a 
perfect ſtranger.— He uniformly ſupported a cha- 
racter for liberality and candour, for hoſpitality 
and benevolence, in connection with perſonal piety 
and exemplary zeal and diligence, which not only 
adorned his profeſſion as a chriſtian and a miniſter, 
but has added greatly to the reſpectability and 
proſperity both of this congregation and of the 
particular Baptiſt denomination at large. From 
his life and labours we have derived as a body a 
great increaſe of character and of conſequence in the 
general eſtimation: it will therefore be only acting 
the part of juſtice to his memory, if we retain, 
as I am perſuaded we all ſhall, an affectionate and 
a deep ſenſe of the virtues and value of his life, 
and of the benefit we have derived from it. The 
whole tenor of his conduct public and private, 
was ſuch as it muſt have been had he been actuated 


by a conſciouſneſs how much, not only his own 


individual credit and comfort, but the intereſt, the 
happineſs, and the reputation of all his connections 


_ depended thereon; and yet he appeared to be ac- 


tuated 


- 
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tuated by no motive but a love of, and a delight 
in what he did: it was the meat and the drink of 
his ſoul to do the will of his heavenly Father, 
and to promote, in any way within his influence 


and power, the intereſts and happineſs of his 


fellow creatures. 


Before we cloſe the catalogue ; and indeed with 


a view to cloſe it, I muſt add, 
The loſs which this Society has ſuſtained in the death 


of its Prefident and its Parent: a loſs which no indivi- 
dual and which nothing human can ever repair. 


Yes, he was literally the Parent of this Education 


Society ; under the influence of the pureſt piety, of 
the beſt philanthrophy, and may I not add, of the 
Spirit of God, the firſt idea of it was conceived in 


his mind: the plan of it was of his framing : his 


exertions carried the plan into effect; and by his 
unwearied, and almoſt unexampled attention to 
its intereſts, ſolicitude for its proſperity, and de- 
votedneſs to the great objects which it had in view, 
it has not only continued to the preſent day, but by 
having been the ſource of acceptable and uſeful 
ſupplies to a great number of congregations, which, 
according to. human calculation, muſt otherwiſe | 
have remained deſtitute, it has acquired a degree of 
reſpectability and importance, unequalled by any 
fingle inſtitution of the kind in the hiſtory of our 
_ denomination. Like a fond father—a father whoſe 
fondneſs is marked, not with inconſideration and 
folly, but with the trueſt wiſdom—he nouriſhed and 


cheriſhed 
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cheriſhed the infant inſtitution, till, with a growth 
that has been great and gradual, it had juſt reached, 
at the time of his death, the age of manhood. 
Here I will re- aſſert that this Society has ſuſtained 
a loſs by the death of its late Prefident, which no 
individual and which nothing human can repair, 
No one but a Parent can have, in perfection, the 
feelings of a Parent: another Preſident we may 
have, but another Father we cannot have. It is 


impoſſible, unleſs God ſhould miraculouſly impart 


feelings which are ſupernatural, that a future Pre- 
fident ſhould have the ſame relative intereſt in, and 
ſhew the ſame confequent, conſtant and unbounded 
concern for, the life and proſperity of the inſtitution, 
So conſcious indeed have we ourſelves always been 


of the purity of his motives, of the univerſality of 


his attention, and of the propriety of his meaſures 
in conducting the bufineſs of the Society, that pain- 
ful anxiety has been unknown to us, except when 
we have been anticipating what we now lament. 
While wiſdom and affection, with blended in- 
fluence, ſway their ſceptre in the heart of a cha- 
racter that is profeffional and exalted, we derive 
ſafety and felicity from the exerciſe of a confidence 


the moſt unlimited. 


So wholly were we wont to ſtay ourſelves on him, 
that, in conſequence of his removal, we literally 
find ourſelves an orpharſed Society. 

But while we lament the lofs which our affection 


feels—a lofs, the meaſure of which no Aae 
power 


L is } 

power of the moſt partial affection can over-rate, 
let us not be inſenſible to the kindneſs of Ptovi- 
dence in not taking him from us ſooner :; had we 
loſt him years ago, during our infant ſtate, in all KH 
human probability his death would ſoon have been | 
ſucceeded by our own : but now it would be diſ. i 
reſpectful to his memory, and a diſplay of ingrati- | 
tude toward God, were we either to abaridon our- 1 
ſelves to deſpair, or, thro' a Spirit of indolence, of 1 


indifference, or of party, not to conduct ourſelves 1 
with that energy, harmony, and wiſdom, which bl 
muſt enfure to the inſtitution immortal life, ſo as [| 


to exemplify, in behalf of its Founder and its 
Father, the meaning of that ſcripture, © The 4} 
« Righteous ſhall be in everlaſting remembrance.” J | 
Theſe reflections and others connected with 9 
them always crouded in upon my mind whenever 1 94 
looked forward to the preſent day: and as I could 
find no ſcripture that would include them all, my 
mind was of courſe 'perplezedy one circumſtance, 
and a text ſuited to that circumſtance, would make 4 
the deepeſt impreſſion one day, and another the 
next. At length when the time drew nigh and an l 
election muſt be made, I began to prepare a diſ- FJ 
. courſe on the 2d verſe of the 6th chapter to the A. 
Galatians; © Bear ye one anothers burdens and ſo . 4 | 
& fulfil the law of Chriſt.” This ſeemed to be the © il 
moſt comprehenſive and ſuitable of all the paſſages 1 
that occurred to me: and yet while I was em- 1 
ployed in penning a Sermon with a view to ex- Ji 
Plain . q 
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18 1 
plain, to exemplify, and to enforee the meaning of 
this exhortation, I had not that perfect ſatisfaction 
of mind, that certainty of having made a right 
choice which 1 have ſometimes had. | 

This was the ſtate of things till a few days ago, 
when, as I was preparing a diſcourſe for my own 
people from Paul's reply to King Agrippa, being 
imperceptibly led to contemplate a conſiderable 
part of the Apoſtle's hiſtory, whilſt reading, in the 
22d chapter of the book of Acts, his addreſs to the 
Elders of the Church at Epheſus, where he informs 
them of the predictive impreffion 'of his approach- 
ing ſufferings and death which his mind had re- 
ceived from the Spirit: of God, declaring that' he 
knew they zwould ſee his face no more, when I came to 
the 32d verſe of that chapter, in which he ſays to 


them, ©* And now, brethren, I commend you to God and 


« to the word of his grace which is able to build you up 
& and to give you an inheritance among all them that are 
te ſanfified:” the moment I had read theſe words 
my mind felt an impreſſion finiflar to what it would 
have felt, had our deceaſed: Friend, in the contempla- 
tion of his death, commiſſioned me to addreſs: them 10 you, 


upon this occafion, as his final and affeftionate ſalutation. 


If it is poſſible for Saints gone to glory not 


only to have a conſciouſneſs of what is paſſing here 


below, but to communicate their defires. and to 
convey an influence to our minds, I have no doubt 
that our late Preſident, ſeeing the embarraſſment 
that attended me in the proſpect of this ſervice, 

000 
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led me to notice this paſſage, and imprefled me 
with the conviction, that by adopting it as the 


ground of my preſent addreſs, I ſhould exctaplity 
the maxim of Solomon. 


How would it have enlivened this annual meet- 


ing, how would it have gratified all our hearts, had 
the Friend and Father, whom we have loſt, been 
reſtored to us, had he been now with us and about 


perſonally to ſpeak to us! in that caſe we ſhould 


be all anxiety and attention, eager to hear what. 
he would lay to us. Well, tho” dead, he is yet 
ſpeaking to us: to moſt of us, indeed, he will 
continue to ſpeak, in various ways, as long as 
memory ſhall laſt ; but u 1pon the preſent occaſion, 
and after the reflections we have already made, 
we may confider him as taking his leave of us, 
and as trying to ſoothe the ſorrow of our hearts by 
addreffing to us the language of the Apoſtle. 


c And now brethren, Let us, for a moment, 


forget that he has actually left us; let us ſuppoſe 
that he is now juſt finiſhing his courſe, and about 
to take his departure hence in order to receive 
his crown of Glory from the righteous Judge 


whom he has been fo. faithfully and ſucceſsfully 


ſerving; and let us conſider theſe words as the laſt 
language of his clofing lips — © And now, bre- 
“ thren, I commend you to God and to the word 
* of his Grace, which is able to build you up and 
* 10 give you an inheritance among all them that are 
« ſanftified.” Acts 20. 32. 
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Here permit me to aſk; is it poſlible; all cir- 

cumſtances conſidered, for ary language to be 

more ſuitable and ſoothing to our bereaved and 
ſorrowing hearts? * And now, brethren, cc.“ 


There would be no impropriety in it, were I 
here to cloſe my addreſs, leaving it, in imitation 
of the Apoſtle Paul, to the reflection 6f yout 
own minds to find out the meaning, and to make 
the application of this affectionate and final ſalu- 
ration from a dying Friend. Permit me to hope, 
however, for your ſerious and candid attention, 
whilſt I employ a few moments in pointing out 
what appears to me to be its import. | 


When a Chriſtian Friend, in the views 'of death, 
ſays to us, « J commend you to Gov,” we may con- 
ſider him as meaning it in two points of view. 


1. It conveys to us the ſolemn and the pleaſing 
aſſurance, that tho he is about to be taken from 
us, and his removal might be felt and lamented 
by us, yet that he had by prayer recommended us 
to the protection, the bleſſing, and the ſmile of 
God, Chriſt himſelf, in the views of death, 
ſet the example. John 17. 11. And now I 
« am no more in the world, but theſe are in 


« the-world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 


ic keep thro ien own name thoſe whom thou 
« haſt given me.“ And in the 17th verſe be 
ſays, “ 1 pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take 


«© them out of the world, — « they; q. d. may, 
5 | : . perhaps, 


9 ] 

ec perhaps, when they have loſt me, wiſh to 
e follow me, but tho' { have finiſhed my work, 
&« they have their work yet to do, and therefore 1 
« pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take them out of 
« the world, but that thou wouldeſt ſanctify, 
“ ſupport, and keep them, that they may not be 
« injured by the cl which they have to en- 
t counter And to endure in the world.” 

Thus Chrift commented his Friends and fol- 
lowers to the care and compaſſion of his heavenly 
Father: in imitation therefore of his Lord, we 
may conſidet Paul, when in the views of death, 
he ſaid to his Friends and fellow Chriſtians, “ 7 


commend yon to God,” as meaning hereby, that 


he had betn praying to God on their behalf with 
the utmoſt fervour and affection. And can we 
admit 4 doubt, with reſpect to the Friend whom 
we have lately loſt? Did not he, in this eden 

tommend us 10 God ? feed 
For a conſiderable time before his death, before 
his Friends were appriſed of any danger thereof, 
his mind had received a predictive impreſſion that 
the time of his departure was at hand: and, in 
the expectation of ſo important an event, whilit 
| looking forward with unutterable j Joy to the bright 
and bliſsfull world which opened to his view, he 
could not be totally inconſcious of the difadvan- 
tages and diftreſs which we ſhould experience in 
conſequence of loſing him; he muſt be aware that 
many a heart which had been wont to ſympathize 
B 2 and 
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plicated the throne of God, in our behalf, in life, 


the Church, the Family, the Friends, the 4 {ſſociation, 


1 
and to rejoice with him in life, would bleed over 
him in death. This is the only ſting which the 
apptoach of death has the power of plunging into 
the heart of ſuch a Diſciple and ſuch a Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Like Paul, tho” he could perſonally 
contemplate the impending ſtroke with a calm 
triumph, yet to realize the torture and the tears of 
thoſe with whom a mutual and a tender attach- 
ment had been long ſubſiſting, muſt have torne 
his heart with anguiſh had he not recollected that 
the Lord lives and reigns: to him therefore with 
the moſt affectionate feryour he commended us. 
In his laſt conſcious moments, we may be aſſured, 
that we were intereſted in his prayers, He who 
had ſo often, from the fulneſs of his heart, ſup- 


could not fail to do it in the views of death, Yes; 


the Chriſtian Seminary, and this his favourite Society, 
from whom death was now going to ſever him, 
all engaged che anxiety, the affection, and the ſup- 
plication of bis heart. His ſervices, ſocial and 
profeſſional, private and public, are all cloſed; 
we ſhall fee his face, we ſhall hear his voice no 
more : but it ought to be a ſource of pleaſure and 
of relief to our minds to know, that before he 
left us, be recommended us to God, he implored for 
us the ſym pathy and the ſmile of Heaven. 
Further we may conſider the phraſe, „ con- 
« mend) you to God, 5 as meaning alſo, 1 admoniſh, 
| e exhort, 


2 % 
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ce exhort, and entreat you to commend yourſelves to God.” 
It is expreſſive of a wiſh that we would not fail to 
realize the being, perfections, and government of 
God; that we would implore for ourſelves his pre- 
ſence and bleſſing, and that we would acquieſce in 
the conduct of his providence, from a conviction 
that, however afflictive and diſtreſſing it might be, 
it muſt, nevertheleſs, be wiſe and right. Let the 
means or the manner, the time or the circumſtances 
of a Friend's death be what they may, yet we 
ſhould always remember that the Lord reigns. 
« He taketh away, none can hinder him; and who will 
« ſay to him, What doeft thou?” Let the loſs 
ſuſtained by the death of a Friend be ever ſo great 4 
and ever ſo extenſive ; tho” it may bring upon us a 


midnight gloom, ſo that we walk in darkneſs and | 1 
have no light, yet we muſt not harbour a ſuſpicion, f 
we muſt not utter a reflection to the diſhonour of 1 
God, If it were allowable, upon any occaſion, to / | 
| tremble from an apprehenſion of the conſequences, | 


and to ſuſpect Providence of being unkind and in- 
cautious in its conduct, it would be ſo upon ſuch g 
an occaſion as the preſent. Were a fellow creature , 
1 lifting his hand with a view to ftrike dead ſuch a 1 
Character as God has been taking from us, we * 


e 
5 ſhould ſpring to him with an eagerneſs of horror, I 
we ſhould arreſt the murderous arm, and with the I| 

2 utmoſt ſeverity of reproach we ſhould ſay to him, | 
7 * What are you doing? But we dare not ſay this 

5 | 2 0 
* to God. © He fatetb away, Who can hinder him ? 
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& and who will ſay to him, What art thou doing? 
His own language to us, upon theſe occafions, is, 
& Be flill and kngw that I. am God,” — admit no ſuſpi- 
cion of any cryelty or impropriety. in my conduct; believe, 
becauſe I havg done it, 0 it muſt be right, and ſtay 
yourſelves on me. 
In this ſenſe then we may confider the text as 
intended to commend us to God. We ſhould ac- 
quieſce in the event becauſe it is God that hath 
taken away. We ſhould believe that it is not an 
act of mere arbitrary power to which we ought to 
ſubmit becauſe God had a right to do it, but that 
it is the act of a wiſe Friend and of a kind Father. 


Blind unbelief is apt to err 

And ſcan his work in vain, 
God is his own interpreter 

And he will make it plain. 


There are a great number of places in the ſacred 
volume where we are called upon not only to ac- 
quieſce in the painful diſpenſations of Providence, 
but even to make God our refuge when affliftions 
overtake us. He, and He only can adminiſter 
relief to a wounded Spirit, and heal a broken heart. 
& Caſt thy burden on the Lord, he will ſuſtain.” 
He has promiſed that if we truſt in his name and 
ſtay ourſely& on him, he will ſtrengthen, he will 
I with the right hand of his righteouſneſs. 


In times of difficulty, of danger, or of diſtreſs, 
there is no relief like that which the heart derives 
from 


E483 

from commending itſelf to God. When we can 
make God our refuge, when, inſtead. of being 
angry, unhappy, and out of temper becauſe he bas 
afflicted us, we can venture to his footſtool and 
pour out our fouls before him in ſtrains of perfect 


ſubmiſſion, of pure devotion, of unbounded con- 


fidence, and of fervent ſupplication; the very em- 
ploy brings an effectual relief to our ' Hearts, and 
our ſorrows ſoften into joy. 
But having conſidered the import of the phraſe 
« F commend you to God,” let us notice the expreſ- 
fion which follows next, © and to the word of his 
« grace. By the word of his grace we may 
either underſtand the Goſpel in particular which re- 
veals to us the wonderful, the infinite, the effectual 


diſplay of divine grace and mercy, and the con- 


templation of which is admirably and eminently 
calculated to ſupport the Soul and to mitigate its 
grief in ſeaſons of affliftion : or elſe we muſt un+ 
derſtand by it the whole of revelation. The ſcrip- 
we eee viewed, may juſtly be deſcribed 

as „ the word of God's grace: it is gracious in 
God to give them to us; and the nature, the de- 
ſign, the tendency of them is beneficial; this in- 
deed is the truth advanced in the deſcriptive decla- 
ration which immediately follows; I commend 
*© you to the'wword of his grace which is able to build 
* you up and 10. give you an inheritance _—_ all 
* them that are ſanfified.” © 725 

There are two ſources of relief recommended to 
. | B 4 us 


( 24 ] 
us in the text, God and his word; theſe are diſtinct, 
but ought never to be divided. We ſhould ac. 
quire a habit of intercourſe with God himſelf by 
meditation and prayer; and we ſhould ſeek an in- 

timate acquaintance with his word. It would, 
indeed, be putting no force upon the, paſſage if 
we were to confider the laſt of theſe expreſſions as 
intended to illuſtrate and explain the firfi In 
Job 5th and 8th we find this admonition; “ 7 
& mould ſeek unto God, unto God would I commit my 
ic cauſe.” The meaning there is perfectly ſimilar 
to that of the Apoſtle here, „I commend. you 10 
God,” i. e. I would have you to ſeek unto God, and 
unto God to commit your cauſe. Put how' are we to 
ſeek unto God ? where may we be ſure of finding 
him and of procuring direction and inſtruction 
from him? It was the Temanite that admoniſhed 
Job to ſeek unto God and unto God to commit 
his cauſe : and to this friendly Monitor Job's 
reply was, „Oh, that I knew where I might find 
« him, that I might come even to his ſeat, I 
«© would order my cauſe before him and fill my 
6 mouth with arguments; behold I go forward 
cc but he is not there, backward but I cannot 
c“ perceive him, &c.” Had Job been poſſeſſed 
af the word of God, and had Eliphas commended 
him to that, in order to find out what was the 
opinion of God upon his caſe, and that he might 
obtain effectual ſupport under it and ſafe guidance 
through it, his difficulty and diſtreſs would not have 
been 


E 

been perpetuated. Tho” God, eſſentially conſi- 
dered, is. diſtin& from his word, and tho' it is 
our duty to keep up a perſonal intercourſe with 
God by prayer, yet, from the 7hroye of his grace, 
we ſhould always go to the word of his grace; it 
is there, and there only we may expect to find 
God as the God of grace, His word is his 
voice; what that ſays to us, God ſays to us; to 
conſult that, is to conſult Him ; to be guided by 
that, is to be guided by Him, 

When it is ſomewhere aſked, &« Who by 8 
& can find out God, &c ?” we muſt conſider it either 
as referring to God's abſtract eſſence, or to the 
ſecret grounds of the conduct of his Providence: 
in theſe reſpects it might well be aſked, © ho by 
& ſearching can find out God?” But if we want to 
find out the mind and will of God, if we wiſh ta 
have his counſel and direction, we muſt go to the 
word of his grace: let but his word <* dwell in 
us richly in all wiſdom,” and it will be © a light 


* to our feet and a lamp to our path.” Our text 


does not ſay God is able, but his wurd i is able 
to build us up, &c. now, why is this mode 
of expreſſion made uſe of? no doubt to remind 
us, that tho' it is God that does it, yet it is his 
word is the inſtrument by which he does i it, God, 
in all his proceſſes with us, uſes means; and if 
we were to trace effects up to their cauſes, we 
ſhould find that his word is the grand inſtrument 
whom his Spirit uſes in all his tranſactions with 

- us 
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us and influence over us. 18 an impenitent ſinner 
alarmed ? what is it produces the alarm? it fs 
the revelation of God's wrath which the bible 
contains, and which the Spirit of God impreſſes 
on his mind. Is a penitent finner encouraged and 
comforted ?. it is in conſequence of recollecting or 
of being reminded of the proclamations and the 
tidings which the  Gofpel addreſſes to ſuch* as 
are of a broken heart and of à contrite Spirit. 
There is nothing deeply, laſtingly, and profitably 
impreſſes the mind but the word of God; hence 
it is that we have ſuch a comprehenſſve and uni- 
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. | verſal virtue aſeribed to it in the paſſage before us, 
1 « It is able to build you up, and to give you an inberit- 
J & ance among all them that are ſancti fed 

„ There is then in God's word an efficacy 1 * it is 


quick and powerful; * ff it produces no effect 
on us, it is not owing to any intrinfic impotence 
or defect, but to indolence, inattention, or neglect 
bl, on our part. The holy Scriptures, if we pay ſe- 
'þ rious attention to them, if we credit their teſti- 
mony, and if we conform to their dictates, they 
1 will—they are the word of God, and therefore they 
| will—# build us up, and give us an inheritance among 
& all them that are fan! fied The literal mean- 
ing of theſe phraſes appears to be this, that if we 


take the word of God for our guide, iz will edify 
us, it will fanftify us, and it will ſupport and comfort us. 


Wl Here I ſhall requeſt permiſſion to bring together 
ﬀ and to blend the two paſſages to which we have 
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been principally fing aur attention in this dif- 
courſe, In. the firſt of them Solomon ſays, 5 A 
&« ord fitly: fpoken is like apples ef gold in pictures 
« of filver;” ang in the laſt we have the friendſhip 
and the aſſection of a dying Chriſtian recommend- 
ing us to God, and to the word of his grace. 
God's word is always a word fitly ſpoken : there 
is a plenitude, à perfection in the holy Scriptures, 
No event can take place, no circumſtance ariſe, 
either of an intricate, or of a diſtreſſing nature, 
for which the ſacred volume would not furniſfi 
ce word fitly ſpoken,” if with a right diſpoſition 
of mind we apply to it, and receive that part 
of it, which is redo t our characters and 
condition. 

It is the Nn province of the miniflers of 
God's word rightly to divide it ſq as to give to every 
one his proper portion: but tho' they diſcharge 
their duty ever ſo wiſely and conſcientiouſly, they 
will labour in vain, unleſs; while they are addreſ- 
ſing to us the word of God, we have ears to hear 
it, and hearts to receive and to regard it. When 
therefore a dying Friend commends us to the word 
of God, his wiſh and aim is, that we might, each 
of us, be a Miniſter of God's word unto: ourſelves ; 
that we would acquire a perfect acquaintance with 
its various contents, and perſonally, apply thoſe 
parts of it which are particularly ſuited to our 
circumſtances. * He that heareth theſe ſayings 
Hof mine, ſays n, and doeth them, I will 
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« liken him unto a wiſe man who built his houſe 
« upon à rock, &c.“ The fayings of Chriſt, 
whether he is addreſſing to us the language of 
information, of caution, or of counſel, are words 
ſo fitly ſpoken, that if we pay ſerious attention to 
their import, and reſign ourſelves implicitly and 
practically to their guidance, we ſhall be ſecure 
and happy; we ſhall be like a houſe built on a 
rock, we ſhall be like Mount Zion, which cannot 
be moved. It is in this ſenſe © the name of the 
« Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous runneth 
« into it and is ſafe.” None ever, in this reſpect, 
truſted in the Lord and were confounded. 

If therefore we will but comply with what moſt 
certainly was the dying wiſh of our late Friend, 
and commend ourſelves humbly, dependantly, and 
practically to God, and to the word of his grace, 
nothing will unduly move us, nothing will by any 
means harm us; we ſhall be followers of him, 
who through faith and patience is inheriting the 
promiſes, We ſhall be like trees planted by rivers 
of water; we ſhall fill up all our characters, private 
and public, ſocial, civil, and religious, ſo as t6 
glorify our heavenly Father, and fo as to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour: we ſhall ſhine in 
the world as the lights of it: we ſhall) be not only 
the Diſciples, but the Epiſtles of Chriſt, known 
and read of all men; we ſhall be ſtedfaſt, immo- 
vable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
and we ſhall find that our labour is not in vain in 

the 
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the Lord, for the peace of God which paſſeth all 
underſtanding will keep our hearts and minds. 
We ſhall be ornamental and uſeful in life; and, 
when we are finiſhing our courſe, we ſhall have — 
what our deceaſed Friend enjoyed in the views of 
death—not only the approving ſmile of God, but 
the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity 
and godly fincerity, by the grace of God, we have 
had our converſation in the world, 

From the whole then 
Let our hearts retain theſe, convictions : That there 
is a God—that he governs the univerſe— that his 
government is wiſe and kind, even tho” his pur- 
poſes and plans may be beyond the reach of our 
inyeſtigations—that his eye is over us, and his ear 
open to our cry — and that we ſhall find happineſs 
and fafety then, and then only, when we acquieſce 
in the diſpenſations of his providence, and cultivate 
a habit of perſonal communion with him by medi- 
tation and prayer ; regarding the cautions, follow- 
ing the counſel, believing the teſtimony, and con- 
forming to the precepts of his word. 

Let us never forget what our . are, 
and what, are the duties which belong to theſe 
characters, and to the diſcharge of which we are, 
from day to day, more immediately called. 

Let us never forget that we are going aſtray 
from the path of duty when we are either indulg- 
ing a diſpoſition, yielding to a motive, purſuing 
an object, or performing an action, for which 
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we have no command, no countenance from the 
facred volume. 
To the guidance of Gods word let us always 
be refigned : let us ſtudy it deeply, eſpecially ſuch 
parts of it as belong to ourſelves ſuch parts, I 
mean, as are particularly addreflcd to thoſe dif- 
tinctions of character which exiſt among us, and 
upon the filling up of which properly, both our 
mutual and our perfonal happineſs pern | 
To conclude. * © 
Are we Chriſtians # do we profeſs to believe and 
to prize the Goſpel of the grace of God ? let our 
converſation be as becometh the Goſpel. Let us 
endeavour to acquire an eminence of "chriſtian 
character. Let us ' forget the things that are 
4% behind, and be ever reaching forth unto thoſe 
% things that ate before, pteſſing toward the 
© mark.“ Let us not live unto ourfelves. Let 


us confider exiftence, with all the talents with 


which it is attended, as a truft held under provi- 
dente for the benefit of our fellow creatures. 
Let our only ambition and eontention be, Who of 
us ſhalt be moſt zealous and univerſal in devoting 
outſelyes to the glory of God and to the good of 
Society; in any bufineſs in which theſe great ob- 
jects are involved let us not be ſlothful; let us be 
fervent in Spirit ſerving God. 

Oh ! be his Service all our joy, 

Around let our example ſhine, 

Till others love the bleſt employ 

And join in Labours ſo divine. 


1 1 

And, for our animation and encouragement, 
let us keep in view thoſe bright examples which 
lie before us : encompaſſed as we are by ſo great 
a cloud of witneſſes, both in the earlier hiſtories 
recorded in the bible; and in the later hiſtories 
written on our hearts, let us lay afide every weight, 
and run with patience the race that is ſet before 
us, exulting in the bliſsful certainty that the ap- 
probation of our heavenly Father is attending us, 
and that, when Chriſt who 1s our life ſhall appear, 
we ſhall appear with him in glory. 
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T HE preceding addreſs to the Education 
Society may poſſibly have appeared defective 


to ſome of the audience, in not containing, as has 
been uſual upon theſe occaſions, a particular addreſs 
to the Students. 

I thought particularly of them, and am per- 
ſuaded that they made the particular application 
to themſelves while I was delivering thoſe parts 
of the diſcourſe which recommend generally an 
habitual recollection of our ſeveral Characters, 


and a conſtant regard to the duties which be- 


Jong to them. As far as any of us fall ſhort 
of able Minifters of the new Teſtament, ſo far we 
fail in commending * to God, and to the word 
of his Grace. 

I am happy, however, in being able to annex 
to this diſcourſe the following affectionate and 
friendly advice, from the Dr. himſelf, which will 


more than compenſate the apparent defe&t.— He 


addrefled it to the Students, about a month after I 
was entered at the Academy, and gave the manu- 
ſcript to me. 

Tho' it might have received ſome intereſting 
enlargement, had the Author reviſed it at the 
Cloſe of life, under the advantageous influence of 
C twenty 
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twenty years additional obſervation and experience, 


in the united Characters of Miniſter and Tutor, 


yet, even in its preſent form, it will, I am per- 
ſuaded, be confidered as worthy of preſervation, 
and give pleaſure not only to the Students now 
at Briſtol (to whom in particular I affectionately 
tender it in the name of its amiable and beloved 
Author) but to all thoſe alſo who have had the 
happineſs of entering on the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 
under the auſpices of his faithful inſtructions and 
friendly aſſiſtance. 


October 4th, 1792. | J. D. 
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ADDRESS to his. STUDENTS 


IN THE 
ACADEMY at | BRISTOL. 
My Dear FRIENDS, 
r as I am perſuaded you are, 
of my unfeigned affection for you, and the 

fervent concern I feel to promote your higheſt in- 
tereſt, J cannot doubt your receiving, with a ſpirit 
of meekneſs and of love, that advice which, with 
a ſincere” view to your improvement, I ſhall now 
take leave freely to offer. | 

The character of a M. niſter of Chriſt, which is 
the character you either ſuſtain in ſome meaſure 
already, or for which you are candidates, is a 
character inconceivably awful, as well as one of 
the moſt honourable and amiable characters in 
the world. Much depends upon the faithful diſ- 
charge of the duties that are annexed to it. The 
_ rewards of the diligent, laborious, upright Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt will be glorious ; but the doom of 
the wicked flothful Servant will, on the other 


hand, be infinitely tremendous. Ve watch for 


Souls, ſaid the Apoſtle Paul, as thoſe that muſt 
give an account. 


C 3 Let 


— 
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Let me then adviſe you, my young Friends, 
ſeriouſly to reflect on your views in devoting your- 
ſelves to this ſacred employ. | Was it nierely to 
have an opportunity of purſuing different branches 
of literature, to which you had perhaps a ſtrong 
natural inelination? Was it that you might lead 
an eaſy genteel life, which you might be ready 
to ſuppoſe a Miniſter's liſe to be? Was it with a 
view to popular applauſe and fame, which you 
might fondly hope your abilities would procure 
you? Or was it from a principle of unfeigned love 
to Feſus Chriſt and to the Souls of men? The 
queſtion our Lord repeatedly put to Peter, 
C Love ſt thou me? is a queſtion I would earneſtly 
entreat you to conſider him as addreſſing to you, 
and let it be your daily concern to be able affec- 
tionately to reply, © Lord, thou knozweſt;-all things, 
& thou knoweſft that I love thee.” any 

I was much pleaſed with the account. I lately 
met with of an anfwer made by a venerahle Mini- 
ſter to a young man, who aſked how he might 
learn to be a good and uſeful Preacher. Si multum 
ames Chriftum : you muſt, learn to be a | zealous 
lover of Chriſt, 2 

When you are ſatisfied with telpect to your 
views and intentions, it will naturally be your 
next concern to uſe all thoſe means by which 
you may hope, with the divine bleſſing, to be 
thoroughly furniſhed for the acceptable and uſeful 
diſcharge of the office before you. Here the 

| 2 duties 


K 
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duties of the cloſet, ſuch as reading the word 
of God with other practical and experimental 
writings, meditation, ſelf- examination and prayer, 
have undoubtedly the firſt and principal claim to 
your regard: I would fain hope that one hour at 
leaſt will be devoted every morning and evening 
to theſe exerciſes: rather neglect all your other 
bufineſs than this which is ſo intimately connected 
with your improvement in the divine life. Mr. 
Bennett's Chriſtian Oratory will be an excellent 
directory to you in the diſcharge of theſe duties, 
and I would therefore earneſtly recommend it to 
your ſerious peruſal, If you are not lively Chriſ- 
tians, you are not likely to be either comfortable 
or uſeful Mimiſters: and remember, bene oraſſe eft 
bene ſtudui ſſe. 

Let me next exhort you to the vigorous pur- 
ſuit of your other ſtudies in general. There is 
ſcarcely any branch of knowledge but may be 
uſeful to a Miniſter: whatever hath a tendency to 
enlarge our ideas of the divine perfections, to give 
us a clearer view of the meaning of Scripture 
and the evidences of its authenticity, or to enable 
us to ſpeak aad write our thoughts with propriety, 
perſpicuity, and energy, is certainly well worthy 
the attention of every candidate for the miniſtry. 
And is there not ſomething very animating in the 
thought, that all the knowledge you acquire, you 
have reaſon to hope, may redound to the glory of 
your great Maſter ; that every acquiſition you 
C 4 make, 
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duties of the cloſet, ſuch as reading the word 
of God with other practical and experimental 
writings, meditation, ſelf- examination and prayer, 
have undoubtedly the firſt and principal claim to 
your regard: I would fain hope that one hour at 
leaſt will be devoted every morning and evening 
to theſe exerciſes : rather negle& all your other 
buſineſs than this which is ſo intimately connected 
with your improvement in the divine life. Mr. 
Bennett's Chriſtian Oratory will be an excellent 
directory to you in the diſcharge of theſe duties, 
and I would therefore earneſtly recommend it to 
your ſerious peruſal, If you are not Jively Chriſ- 
tians, you are not likely to be either comfortable 
or uſeful Mimiſters: and remember, bene oraſſe eſt 
bene ſtudui ſſe. 

Let me next exhort you to the vigorous pur- 
ſuit of your other ſtudies in general. There is 
ſcarcely any branch of knowledge but may be 
uſeful to a Miniſter : whatever hath a tendency to 
enlarge our ideas of the divine perfections, to give 
us a clearer view of the meaning of Scripture 
and the evidences of its authenticity, or to enable 
us to ſpeak aad write our thoughts with propriety, 


, perſpicuity, and energy, is certainly well worthy 
a the attention of every candidate for the miniſtry. 
. And is there not ſomething very animating in the 
F thought, that all the knowledge you acquire, you 
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have reaſon to hope, may redound to the glory of 
x your great Maſter ; that every acquiſition you 
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1 make, in the ſeveral branches of literature you 
vt attend to, furniſhes you with a freſh humble offer- 
| | ing to lay at the feet of your adorable Redeemer ? 
Ft andi it is amazing to think what a progreſs may be 
W 1. made in almoſt every branch of knowledge, with 
{ 


but a tolerable capacity, where Diligence, Regu- 
larity, Steadineſs, and Perſeverance are exerciſed, 
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Suffer me then, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to 

exhort you 
I. To Diligence: in order to which, think of 
the worth of time - the uncertainty of it - the 
awful account that muſt be given of it - the many 
ways in which it is unneceſſarily and uſeleſsly 
ſquandered away, and what a variety of methods 
| there are by which it may be, in a manner, 
5 redeemed. 
"I I've loſt a day ! —the Prince who nobly cried, 
Had been an Emperor without his crown ; 
Of Rome? — ſay rather Lord of human race; 
| He ſpeaks as if deputed by mankind ; 
So ſhould all ſpeak ; ſo reaſon ſpeaks in all, 
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And to the ſame purpoſe are the following ani- 
mated lines by another hand, 


48 — — — — To-morrow didſt thou ay ? 
5 Methought I heard Horatio ſay to-morrow ! 
1 Goo to—T will not hear of it - to-morrow! 
| It is a ſharper that ſtakes his penury 
Againſt thy plenty ; that takes thy ready caſh 
And 


; — On 


"38 I 
And pays thee nought but wiſhes, hopes, and 
Promiſes, the currency of Ideots. Injurious 
Bankrupt, that gulls the eaſy creditor, 
To-morrow ! it is a period no where to 
Be found, unleſs perchance in the fool's 
Calendar : Wiſdom diſdains the word, 
Nor holds Society with thoſe who own it. 


It is amazing to think, ſays Mr. Maſon, in his 
Student and Paſtor, how much time may be gained 
by a proper economy, and how much good litera- 
ture may be acquired, if that gain be rightly ap- 
plied : and to this purpoſe he recommends ſuch 
rules as theſe, | 


Take particular notice of thoſe things which 
are moſt apt to rob you of your time; and upon 
ſuch an inqueſt, he obſerves, you will moſt pro- 
bably detect the following thieves. 


1. The Bed. — Never allow yourſelves more 
than fix hours ſleep at moſt. Phyſicians all tell 
you that nature demands no- more for the proper 
recruit of health and ſpirits: all beyond this is 
luxury, no Jeſs prejudicial to the animal conſtitu- 
tion than intemperate meals; and no leſs hurtful 
to the powers of the mind than to thoſe of the 
body ; it inſenfibly weakens and relaxes both. 

2. Ceremonious and formal viſits: Amici fures 
temporis. 

3. Indolence: indulging a flow, heavy, inactive 
diſpoſition ; delaying, or defering to a future time, 

neceſſary 
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neceffary bufineſs which ought to be ſet about 
immediately: idle muſing or indulging chimerical 
imaginations : no habit grows faſter by indulgence, 

. expoſes to more temptations, or renders a man 
more uneaſy to himſelf, and more unprofitable 
to others. 

4. Reading uſeleſs books. We ſhould remem- 

ber the cui bono? and aſk ourſelves how far this is 
likely to improve our uſefulneſs, or add to our 
reputation, under that character we are about 
to ſuſtain, | 
Laſtly.— Much time is loſt by an attempt to 
force the mind to a ſtudy to which it is not in- 


-clined, or by which the faculties are already 
1 fatigued. Nil invita Minerva. The mind is ſome- 
y Ut times more refreſhed by variety than reſt, 
ll Be always beforehand with your buſineſs. 
0 | Poſt eft occafio calua. Whatever muſt be done 
bl! and may be done nor, as well as hereafter, for 
| that very reaſon had better be done now. 


. Let your relaxations from buſineſs be only 
1 with a view to fit you the better to return to it 
again. And, 
Finally. Whatſoever your hand finds to do, 
do it with your might. 
5 Next to Diligence in general I would re- 
i commend, 
II. Regularity. Riſe early and go to bed be- 
times. The great Dr. Owen declared in his latter 
days, that he would gladly have parted with all 
the 
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the learning he had acquited in his younger time 
by ſitting up late, provided he could but have the 
health and firmneſs of conſtitution which he be- 
lieved he loſt by his midnight ſtudies. Go to bed, 
at the lateſt, by eleven, and riſe at five. Devote 
a certain number of hours in every day to your 
ſtudies, and let nothing but abſolute 7 
tempt you to break in upon that number. 


the proper employment of every day be mended 


to in its day, Endeavour well to underſtand one 
branch of knowledge before you enter upon ano- 
ther, Feftina leute; and let thoſe of your ſtudies 
which require the moſt intenſe application, be pur- 


ſued in thoſe hours wherein your thoughts are 


moſt compoſed and free; in the morning, for in- 
ſtance,” and in the evening. Aurora Muſis amica, 
nec non veſpera. There is 2 time for all things, and 
every thing .is beautiful in its ſeaſon. The after- 
noon, ſays Mr. Maſon, will ſuffice for Hiſtory, 
Politics, News, Travels, and the common run of 


Pamphlets: and books of entertainment ſhould 
only amuſe a dull hour when you are fit for 


nothing elſe. To apply your early time, or free 


thoughts t to theſe, is .like drinking wine in a 
morning. 


To Diligence and Regularity it is very neceſ- 
ſary to add, 


III. Steadineſs. To be Kligent to-day and idle 


to-morrow; regular to-day and all confuſion on 
the morrow, will anſwer but little purpoſe : It is 


an 
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an excellent rule for the conduct of Students, 
Nulla dies fine linea. And if you would really a0. 
vance in knowledge, you muſt learn to be patient 
of labour. The more you accuſtom yourfelves to 
laborious thinking, the better you will bear it, ſo 
that the mind be not jaded by it: many à man of 
good genius, for want of ſteadineſi, has become a 
mere Pedant, inſtead of a found Scholar. Rather 
| covet to underſtand and digeſt what you read, 
than ſuperficially to read much. Seneca's obſer- 
vation, diſtrahit animum librorum multitudo, has much 
truth in it; and, as Mr. Maſon well remarks, by 
. being maſters of every ſubject as you proceed, 
tho” you make but a ſmall progreſs in reading, you 
will make a ſpeedy one in uſeful knowledge. 

IV. Perſeverance is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
crown the whole. Purſue and finiſh whatever you 
18 have, with deliberation, entered upon. 

{8 Much time, ſays the author before named, is 
* often loſt by vain attempts, and leaving uſeful 
1 deſigus imperfect; for, as he who begins to build 
an houſe but never completes it, muſt ſet down to 
his loſs the greateſt part of the money thus ex- 
pended; ſo a Student who deſiſts from a work, 
(re infectd wherein he has taken much pains, 1s 
chargeable with as fruitleſs an expence of his time, 
\ 8 as the other is of his money. This obſervation you 
Wk. will find peculiarly important with TRE to the 
compoſition of Sermons. 0 
Wi In order to ſecure to yourſelyes, i in the moſt 
1 effectual 
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eſſectual manner, the advantage ariſing from thoſe 
improvements, Which, by obſerving the diree- 
tions given above, you will not fail to make as 
you go on in your ſtudies, and that you may be 
enabled to lay up the knowledge you acquire for 
future ready uſe, I would adviſe each of you to 
procure 

I. An interleaved Bible. In this repoſitory you 
may tore up all ſuch valuable Scripture criticiſms, 
illuſtrations of particular paſſages or ftriking ob- 
ſervations, whether of a doctrinal or practical 
nature, as you may happen to meet with in 
reading or converſation, or which may occur co 


your own mind, and you may think worth pre- 


ſerving. If you have the Authors in which you 
meet with. any thing of this kind, references to 
them will be ſufficient, — You might make this 
| interleaved Bible an index to all the printed Ser- 
mons you are poſſeſſed of. 

II. A general common place book you will alſo 
find to be peculiarly uſeful. 

Mr. Locke's method appears to me the moſt 
eligible, or the common method of accompt 
books will very well anſwer the end. In this 


book you may inſert abſtracts of what you read 
on all ſubjects indiſcriminately, quotations of re- 
markable paſſages or references, only taking care 


to range every ſubject under thoſe general heads 


to which they may reſpectively belong. A com- 


mon n book of this kind, judiciouſly uſed, 


will 
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will be a means of inſenſibly accumulating a flock 
of uſeful knowledge, and furniſhing you with ſome 
valuable thoughts upon moſt Subjects, which, as 
occaſion requires, you may we with great advan- 
tage; nothing is more likely, as a men, co enable 
you, with the good houſeholder, to bring « on c of 
your treaſury things new and old. 571 


Before I cloſe this addreſs, permit me to Gutlon 
you againſt that pride which is too apt to grow up 
with our intellectual improvements. I cannot 
more fully expreſs my ſentiments to you upon this 
ſubje& than in the words of one of my own late 
Tutors, in an addreſs to his Pupils, ſimilar to that 
which I am now making td you; Pride (ſays Dr. 
Gibbons) is the greateſt obſtacle to improvement, 
and that proverb has its foundation in truth 
multi ad ſcientiam pve, * ſe inc tHrowiſſe 
non putaſſent. Le 


Let a perſon's accompliſhments be what they 
may, pride, like the filthy devouring inſeck on the 
blooming roſe, will marr the beauty of al his at- 


tainments, and deſtroy theit perfumes. wk de | 

Don't think, becauſe you know a little, that 
you know all, and give yourſelves ſuperior airs of 
vanity ; nor tell the world, either by your ſpeech. 
or behaviour, that you have a high opinion of 
.yourſelves, and are the firſt to diſcover and Jall in 


| 


love with your own excellencies.. 


| You may look down upon the illiterate” art of 
mankind 


L ] 

mankind and think you are above them in yout 
attainments, as one emmet, climbing up the ſide 
of an ant hill, may vaunt it over his fellow emmet 
that is creeping at the bottom: but turn your eye 
upward, think what heights are above you, and 
be aſſured that, with every ſtep you advance, ſtill 
wider and wider regions of knowledge will unfold 
themſelves to your view, and you will ſoon be 
convinced that you have reaſon ſtill to be humble: 
and remember, whilſt the world takes a pleaſure in 
mortifying pride, it generally favours humility. On 
this ſubject let me particularly recommend to you 
Dr. Watts's moſt excellent diſcourſe, entitled, 
&« Humility repreſauted in the character of Saint Paul: 
a Book which I think no Student or young Mini- 
ſer ſhould be without. 


On the ſubject of preaching. 1 ſhall not now offer 
any thoughts of my _own,, nor indeed does it ap- 
pear neceſlary : every thing I would recommend 
on this capital branch of your intended office, as 
Miniſters of Chrift, is already ſo Judiciouſly repre- 
ſented by feveral Authors, that I know not how 
to add any thing material to what they have ſaid 5 
permit me then here only to recommend to your 
ſerious and frequent peruſal, the firſt part of Dr. 
Watts's humble attempt for the revival of religion. 
Mr. Fennings's two Diſcourſes on preaching Chriſt, and 
experimental preaching : and Profeſſor Frank's Letter 
concerning the moſt uſeful way of preaching. 

I cannot 
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cannot conclude without juſt reminding you 
-thit as it is the higheſt ambition your Friends and 
Tutors (indulge reſpecting you, to ſee you ' able, 
faithful, and fucceſsfut Minifters of the New Teſtament; 
ſo, by uniformly ſupporting xhis character, you 
will moſt;effeftually ſecure the peace of your own 
n and the n of God. U. 
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